
meet 
Lizzy she is going  to show you a  very special  place 



What is so  
speciaL about 
this pLace
Our school has an endangered ecological 
community on site.

That means that the plants, animals, sand 
and soil that grow here are protected by law. 
They are very unusual and special because 
less than 3% of this type of ecosystem 
remains.

Our special place is called Eastern Suburbs 
Banksia Scrub.

We need to protect this place because:

•	 It’s the law (TSC Act, 1995, NPWS Act, 
1974, EPA Act 1979)

•	 It provides a living link with Sydney’s 
natural and historic past and heritage

•	 It is important country and culture to 
local aboriginal peoples (Dharawal)

•	 It provides habitat for plants and animals 
in the local area

•	 It is a learning asset for the students and 
teachers at Banksmeadow Public school

We need to protect all native Australian 
plants and animals from extinction. Once 
they are gone, they are gone forever and  
we may never know what important food, 
medicine	or	benefits	they	could	provide	to	 
us and future generations.

4	 	Our school has a special place

4	 	Our special place is an  

endangered ecosystem

4	 	Our school can help protect & 

look after this special place

stamp here



Eastern Suburbs Banksia 
Scrub in the Sydney 

Basin Bioregion

This map is indicative only and it is not intended for fine scale assessment.
Copyright NSW Department of Environment and Conservation October 2003 

   This map is not guaranteed to be free from error or omission 
 The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service and its employees 

     disclaim liability for any act done on the information in the 
         map and any consequences of such acts or omissions 29 October 2003
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Figure 1. Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub

Banksmeadow Public School is one of the only places left in Sydney where 
this type of ecosystem occurs. Have a look at the map to see where where it 
has disappeared from (grey where it was and yellow where it is left now).

Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub

green wattle - Acacia Longifolia 

sword sedge - Lepidosperma lateral

new holland honeyeater - 
Phylidonyris novaehollandiae 

striped skink Ctenotus taeniolatus

native bee Tetragonula carbonaria

grass tree – Xanthorrhoea esculentum
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1 Introduction 
As Sydney has developed, much of its original vegetation has been cleared or disturbed. Consequently many 
native plants and animals have either become locally extinct or there are so few of them living in isolated 
communities that they are threatened with extinction. These fragmented areas and the threatened species 
that live within them must be managed carefully to ensure their survival.

Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub is listed as an endangered ecological community in NSW under the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 and the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999. This type of scrub exists only in Sydney and has been reduced to less than 3% of its 
pre-1788 distribution. Only 149 hectares remain in scattered remnants that vary in size from a few square 
metres to over 69 hectares.

The Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) and Sydney Metropolitan Catchment 
Management Authority have identified the need to provide best practice guidance to community volunteers 
and land managers seeking to conserve these remnants. These guidelines explain the strategies and 
techniques for best practice management that DECC, Centennial Park and Moore Park Trust, together with 
volunteers and bush regenerators, are using to protect them.

The intention is for all restoration projects to be managed to current best-practice standards, as inappropriate 
restoration can significantly threaten the long-term survival of this endangered ecological community. 

1.1 Characteristics of Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub 
Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub is a diverse plant community occurring on 100,000-year-old aeolian 
(wind-blown) dune sand on sandstone in Sydney’s eastern and northern suburbs. It is characterised by 
sclerophyllous (hard-leaved) heath or scrub plants, although some remnants contain small patches of 
woodland, low forest or wetter areas, depending on the depth and fertility of the soil. Some common plants 
found in this community can include: 

heath-leaved banksia ( • Banksia ericifolia)

old man banksia ( • Banksia serrata)

pink wax flower ( • Eriostemon australasius)

variable sword sedge ( • Lepidosperma laterale)

coastal tea-tree ( • Leptospermum laevigatum)

tree broom-heath ( • Monotoca elliptica)

bracken ( • Pteridium esculentum)

grass tree ( • Xanthorrhoea resinosa). 

During spring, bushwalkers can experience the 
abundant display of flowers on which birds such as 
New Holland honeyeaters feed.

1.2 Aboriginal heritage   
From records and anecdotes it appears that Aboriginal 
populations in this region concentrated on the coast 
around Birra Birra (Sydney Harbour) after the last ice 
age (about 6,000 years ago). The local plants were used 
to produce medicines, food, tools, weapons, canoes, 
string bags and other useful objects. 
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Figure 1: An Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub remnant in 
Randwick
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2 Centennial Parklands demonstration sites 
The lands now known as Centennial Parklands 
(Centennial Park, Moore Park and Queens Park) were 
first set aside as Sydney Common in 1811. Prior 
to this there would have been a predominance 
of Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub in the local area 
(Benson and Howell 1990). Since then, major 
changes in the land patterns have occurred 
across the common once native vegetation was 
cleared. Aerial photographs reveal that most native 
vegetation had been cleared by 1930, effectively 
isolating the remaining areas of this scrub into small 
remnants (Predavek 2004).

The Centennial Park and Moore Park Trust (CP 
Trust) manages these five remnants in Centennial 
Parklands totalling 2.87 hectares. The two 
demonstration sites are the Bird Sanctuary and the 
York Road remnants (Figures 7 and 8). 

2.1  Bird Sanctuary 
The Bird Sanctuary is a small patch of Eastern 
Suburbs Banksia Scrub (0.9 hectares). It was set 
aside for conservation in 1953 when the Brolga 
Gate, which was funded by the Gould League of 
Bird Lovers, was moved from Lachlan Swamp to its 
present location (Predavek 2004). 

The Bird Sanctuary is only accessible to the general 
public on a few open days throughout the year. It 
contains a fairly degraded patch of this scrub that 
has been planted with non-Eastern Suburbs Banksia 
Scrub species including hoop pines (Araucaria 
cunninghamiana), tallowwood (Eucalyptus 

microcorys), grey ironbark (E. paniculata), Western Australian flowering gum (E. ficifolia), lemon scented gum  
(E. citriodora) and red bloodwood (Corymbia gummifera) to attract birds such as eastern rosellas and New 
Holland honeyeaters to the area (Figure 5).

Past maintenance involved pruning, removing dead wood and planting more local native plants to ensure 
the Bird Sanctuary represented Centennial Park’s natural vegetation before development and disturbance 
(Predavek 2004). More recently, trust staff, bush regenerators and volunteers commenced bush regeneration 
activities to recover the original Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub community in the remnant. There are around 
30 species presently on site that belong to the Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub plant community.

2.2  York Road site
The York Road remnant covers 1.07 hectares and is adjacent to Moriah College in York Road. It contains 
vegetation that regrew after most of it was cleared in the 1930s. This comprises an area known as Lot 23. It 
was returned to Centennial Parklands in 1998 when Moriah College wished to expanded into adjacent lands 
previously used by the Department of Community Services. 
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Figure 4: Bush regeneration project sign
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Figure 5: Eastern rosellas are found in the Bird Sanctuary 
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Best practice guidelines
Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub

Oh no!

Where will my  

family live?

Activity

Circle if its an animal 

or a plant!

Why is this 
ecosystem  
so speciaL
The Eastern Suburbs Banksia Scrub 
formed here over 100 000 years ago. The 
sand has been blown by the wind from the 
coast, and over time seeds from plants 
blown by the wind and dropped by birds 
started to grow in the sand.

Banksias grow here but what else COULD 
live here?

What other plants or animals live here? 

stamp here



What can you do to help look after  
this special place and other endangered 
plants and animals?

4	 	Tell others why it’s special

4	 	Put rubbish in the bin and recycle

4	 	Plant some Banksias

4	 	Join a Bushcare group

4	 	Make a bird or microbat box

What has the school been doing to help look 
after our special place?

4	 	Bush regenerators help remove weeds

4	 	Installed a fence to protect the bush

4	 	Invited visitors to learn about this place

4	 	Cleaned up litter and rubbish



Designed by Stephanie Wright - Design it Wright
www.designitwright.com.au

Wattun Goori: The story of 
the Hairy Men and how the 

Banksias came to be.
Adapted from https:// 

dharawalstories.com/stories/

aboriginaL peopLe and speciaL pLaces

Sydney dreaming Stories honour the past,  

celebrate the present and secure the  

future ‘spirit of place’.  

What is the name of the Traditional  

Owners at Banksmeadow?

observations
Name Date

Weather:                 cloudy                  sunny                  windy                  rainy

What’s on the ground?           Sand           soil           gravel           concrete         plants

Describe any interesting features of our special place 

Draw something you observed in our special place.


